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Concerts for Kerry Exceeds $115,000 in Donations  

NEW YORK, NY – Concerts for Kerry, a grassroots group organizing benefit concerts across the nation to fund 
John Kerry's presidential campaign, announced today that in just three months of operations, it has raised more 
than $115,000 for the Kerry campaign. The group is independent from the official campaign, but 100% of every 
ticket sale goes directly to John Kerry for President.   

"We’ve raised this money through small, individual donations from concertgoers across America, most of whom
 have never before contributed to a political candidate,” said Nikki Columbus, one of the group’s founding
 organizers. Most of our performers have never participated in a political event. But people understand that this
 election is extremely important, and they want to get involved. 

Following its inaugural concert on April 7 in New York City, Concerts for Kerry has built a nationwide network 
of concert coordinators and has organized 22 shows attended by more than 4,000 concertgoers. More than 300 
artists have performed, generously donating their talents in cities such as Philadelphia, PA; New Orleans, LA; 
Los Angeles, CA; Boston, MA; and Madison, WI.  

In addition to showcasing numerous local bands, concerts have featured such nationally known stars as 
actor-singer Jack Black and Tenacious D, jazz saxophonist Joshua Redman, tap dancer Savion Glover, and 
many emerging indie-rock bands. Upcoming shows include comedians Sarah Silverman and David Cross, 
musicians Grant-Lee Phillips and Duncan Sheik, and comic-book legend Harvey Pekar. 

Concerts for Kerry is prominently featured in yesterday's New York Times, on the front page of the Arts 
section (http://nytimes.com/2004/06/30/arts/30COME.html). The group and its concerts have been spotlighted 
in music and entertainment media such as E! Online, MTV.com, RollingStone.com, and All About Jazz as well 
as in newspapers including the Boston Globe, the Philadelphia City Paper, and the Village Voice. 

"Going to a Concert for Kerry is affordable for people who don't have much money to give, especially young 
people.,” said Arkadi Gerney, one of the group’s founding organizers. “They hear great music and meet 
like-minded people, and they leave the show energized to continue helping the campaign." 

Fifteen more concerts are already booked between now and the Democratic Convention, in numerous cities 
including Cleveland, OH; Portland, OR; New Haven, CT; and Phoenix, AZ. The group will continue after the 
Convention, when fundraising for the Kerry campaign has ended. At that time, the concerts will benefit a 
Democratic group supporting Sen. Kerry's efforts. 
  

For more information, contact:
Nikki Columbus, nikki@ConcertsforKerry.org
http://www.ConcertsforKerry.org
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